[bookmark: _GoBack]Incorporating Sources
EN 102

Ways to Incorporate Source Material:

· Summary—creating an overview of the author’s main points that is significantly shorter than the original text. If the details weren’t all that important, but you want to let readers know what the main point is, this is the way to go.

· Paraphrase—putting the author’s material in your own words, with your own sentence structure. We often use this when we think we can say something better than the original author did. 

· Quote/Excerpt—using the author’s exact language enclosed in quotation marks. This is perfect when we want to show the readers exactly what the author said, when the author said something very well, or when the author said something you really disagree with.

· Fact—using a piece of information from a source (a number, a date, etc.). This does not count for engaging with ideas, but sometimes we need raw data.

· Idea—using sources to incorporate and build new reasons, rebuttals, explanations, etc. in your paper. You may incorporate ideas in many of the above ways, but keep your eyes open for NEW ideas when you’re doing research—they can help to build your paper.

What We Can Do with Source Material

· Use as pure information (limited): 
· Elizabethans believed that, “the passions distort the imagination” (Rossky 56).  

· Agree:
· Robert Smith is correct when he says that “the problem is in the way we approach the topic of money” (67).  He points out that it’s not so much the money itself, but it’s the way we think about it that creates the problem of greed. 

· The study suggests that there is a positive correlation between time spent one-on-one with the instructor and the ultimate success of the student. In fact, it goes so far as to suggest in its findings that “one-on-one time may have the biggest impact on student learning—bigger than any of the other factors studied” (Martinez 3). Not only, then, does this reinforce my point about the positive outcomes this time will have, it shows us exactly what is at stake when we cut one-on-one time. More than “any other factor,” this time is crucial to a student’s success. When we cut back on this time—for whatever reason—we may be forcing students to fail.

· After all, as Thomas Bender points out, this was an era of “the fragmentation of the traditional community” (97), not simply of an increasing split or reassignment.


· Disagree:
· Economist Jane Sari stands against this plan. Funding this program, she argues, will “place far too big a burden on an already indebted federal government” (43).  The problem with Sari’s view, though, is that it portrays all spending as bad. In her view, the only concern we should have is our debt. This is limited, to say the least. If we don’t spend this money, Sari ignores the fact that we will be increasing the burden on the poor without offering them any help. 

· While the Chapman-Horrowitz study suggests that using the internet does not actually change our way of thinking about the world, there are several reasons to question the validity of their results. For example, the researchers used a very small sample group to conduct this study, and the median age of their participants was fifty-five. Of course, the internet will be less likely to change thinking patterns that have had decades to develop. Of more interest would be the impact of increased internet use on the part of younger, more malleable users. Without exploring a range of ages, the study can hardly conclude that “most users” will experience “no change,” (43) as it attempts to do. 

· Hoffman, however, ignores the larger reality that schools must keep up with student trends in order to retain and attract new students. He also overstates the impact of these new technologies; when used as a supplement to traditional classroom teaching, we can rest assured that there is no great loss to the “academic standards” of a school. When used correctly, the benefits of connection that these technologies offer far outweigh any of the small problems they may or may not present.

· Agree with a difference
· James Fischer is right to be concerned about how we will track student’s progress without grades. In fact, he echoes one of my own worries when he notes that “taking away letter grades will leave many students feeling lost and without guidance as to what they should work on and improve” (130). However, these feelings of aimlessness could be both temporary and minimal if we tracked and guided students with more individualized feedback. While they may feel a little uncertain at first, one-on-one meetings with faculty members to discuss strengths and weaknesses would surely fill the void that grades leave.

· Put sources in conversation with one another (source interaction):

· While Genoa objects to the idea on ethical grounds, Stephanie Reese disagrees because of her concerns about the political implications. For example, she notes that “it does nothing to promote a sense of compromise when the country desperately needs this.” However, both Genoa and Reese appear to overlook what is really at stake here: it is not about abstract ethics or gritty politics: it is about doing what is practical and essential for survival.

· Steinway understands what other critics like Benton miss: if we don’t make this change, we can no longer claim to be a country that values freedom.

EN 102: Including Sources


Credit for templates goes to the short handbook They Say/I Say by Birkenstein and Graff, 2007.
	
Explaining Quotations

· In other words, X believes that __________________.
· In making this comment, X argues that __________________.
· X is insisting that ________________.

Agreeing 

· X’s theory is extremely useful because it sheds new light on _______________.
· X is correct in his theory about _____________ , and the text fully supports him.

Disagreeing with Reasons

· X’s claim that _____________ rests upon the questionable assumption that _________________.
· X contradicts herself. On the one hand, she argues ____________. But on the other hand, she also says ________________.
· By focusing on _______________, X overlooks the deeper problem of ______________.
· Though I agree with X to a point, the text doesn’t support his idea that _______________.


Distinguishing What You Say from What They Say

· According to both x and y ___________________.
· My own view, however, is that ____________________.
· X is right that________________.
· X’s assertion that ________________ does not fit the facts.
· These conclusions, which X discusses in _______________, add weight to the argument that __________________.

Saying Why It Matters

· This interpretation challenges the work of those critics who have long assumed that ____________________.
· These findings challenge the work of earlier researchers, who tended to assume that _________________.
· Ultimately, what is at stake here is _________________________.
· This claim about X in fact addresses the larger matter of ____________________.
· Although X may seem of concern to only a small group of _____________, it should in fact concern anyone with an interest in _____________________.



